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LEAVERS STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.10 pm]: Last week, with police and community 
groups, I launched our leavers strategy for 2018. Leavers is now a major annual celebration, with approximately 
8 000 year 12 students travelling to key locations such as Busselton, Dunsborough and Rottnest Island. Leavers 
this year officially starts on Monday, 19 November and finishes on Thursday, 22 November. The main objectives 
of the leavers strategy are to provide a positive and safe environment in which to celebrate leavers; to minimise 
the impact of leavers activities on the local community, services and resources; to provide a harm minimisation 
focus in the provision of government and non-government support services in their support of a safe and positive 
environment during leavers; and to facilitate a shift in the way leavers is celebrated from a rite of passage involving 
binge drinking and other potentially dangerous behaviours to a positive and safe experience. 

The WA Police Force and organisations including Red Frogs, the WA AIDS Council, Baptist Churches, 
Hope Community Services, RAC, headspace WA and the Royal Lifesaving Society of Western Australia work 
together to make sure our teenagers have a fantastic and safe celebration of the end of their schooling. I encourage 
the school leavers to use the leavers entertainment zone, transport, activities and support services that will be 
provided. I am pleased to advise the house that the leavers strategy has been a success, with no charges laid in 
2017 under section 122A of the Liquor Control Act 1988 and no charges for illicit drug possession and no drugs 
being found in designated leavers zones. 

Students and their families can find more information on the official leavers WA website, on Facebook and through 
the leavers WA 2018 app for iPhone and Android. I encourage parents to talk with their children about staying 
safe, including on the road. My message to our school leavers—congratulations on finishing high school; enjoy 
leavers; and have fun, keep safe and look out for one another. 
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